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Defunding Organizations That Usurp Your Rights

Dear GIP Friends,

Many of you have expressed concerns that your School Board is not listening to you. Many Board Members act like they know what is best for your children and summarily dismiss your concerns and input.

Speaking from personal experience as a former Chairman of the Windham School Board – I can attest that type of “group-think” mind set is fostered by a combination of the advice your school board members receive from the district's legal firm and organizations like the New Hampshire School Boards Association.

When I was on the school board, I believe the annual fee to the NHSBA was $6,000. From what I see in my district's 2022 budget, that amount has risen to $6,400.  When you consider all of the money the NHSBA collects from most, if not all of the 254 school districts in New Hampshire, that is a considerable amount of money that taxpayers are spending to have their rights usurped.

It is time to cut the funding these organizations receive from your tax dollars. You can do this by submitting Warrant Articles (sample below) to your school board that, if approved by voters, would end the funding and force your school district to find new advisors. 

New Hampshire Law
Per RSA 197:6, you only need to gather signatures from “25 or more voters or 2 percent of the voters of the school district, whichever is less” in order to have your petitioned Warrant Article inserted on the school district ballot in the upcoming election.  

IMPORTANT: If your town is part of a Regional School District, reach out to their SAU and ask them to explain the requirements for submitting a Warrant Article for the March election. Make sure to have them define what is required to ensure the Warrant Article is on the ballot in each of the towns in the district. 

Warrant Article Process
1. Use the sample Warrant Article below (page 3).  If you downloaded the PDF version and need to make modifications, go back to the posted article and download the Word version.

2. IMPORTANT: Verify that your school district election will be held on March 8, 2022.  Some towns will hold their election on a different date, and if that is the case – then modify the date on the Warrant Article before proceeding. 

3. Make as many copies of the sample Warrant Article as needed, then fill in the blanks with the name of your School District.  

4. Gather signatures.  The RSA mandates you gather signature from a minimum of “25 or more voters or 2 percent of the voters of the school district, whichever is less”, but it is always better to gather more signatures than the minimum required. This is because each signature will be validated as being on the current voter checklist. All invalid signatures will not be counted, so it is good practice to gather a minimum of 15-20% more signatures that required.

Suggestion: It is easy to gather signatures at locations where people come to you, e.g. your town's transfer station, a local store, etc... Using this approach, you will gather your signatures quickly.

5. Once you have enough signatures, make a copy of each page, and then submit all of the original pages of your petition to your school board via the SAU office.  Make sure to get a receipt that shows the date and time that you delivered the petition. 
Educate Your Neighbors
Between now and election day you should work to garner support for your Warrant Article.  Explain to parents why they should vote to approve it. Provide examples of why it is important, and share your personal experiences.

Expect some in town to oppose you. Don't get discouraged. Keep in mind that the quality of your children's education is at stake.

Questions?
If you have any questions, please reach out to me at: Ken@GovernmentIntegrityProject.org
Good luck!

Ken Eyring

President & Co-founder

Government Integrity Project

WARRANT ARTICLE
To the ________________ School District:
We, the undersigned duly registered voters within the ________________ School District, hereby petition and apply for the insertion of the following petition warrant article in the upcoming election scheduled on March 8, 2022:
“To see if the ________________ School District shall vote to withdraw its membership in the New Hampshire School Boards Association. Upon passage of this Article, the ________________ School District shall no longer be a member of the New Hampshire School Boards Association, and no money shall be transferred, spent, or contributed by the ________________ School District to the New Hampshire School Boards Association.” 
	
	Print Name
	Physical Address
	Signature

	1
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	2
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	3
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	4
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	5
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	6
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	7
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	8
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	9
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	10
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	11
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	12
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	13
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	14
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________

	15
	___________________
	______________________________
	____________________


